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homosexuals, who can generally be murdered with
complete impunity.

I now come to the question of politics.

1. The whole force of liberal and democratic
theories in this country, and perhaps in the British
Empire at large, has been derived from a faith
in the rationality and intelligence of democracy,
although the Mandarins of our time have certainly
done much to destroy any optimism of this kind.
The whole energy of the Caucus and of its bureau-
cracy is devoted to fooling all the people all the
time. It is therefore refreshing to find a thinker
like Mr Cecil Chesterton, who has been quite un-
sparing in denouncing the abuses of modern politics,
still expressing the utmost confidence in democracy
as an ideal. In The Nineteenth Century and After
(January, 1916) he strongly reaffirms Rousseau's
theory of the General Will, and apparently hopes
that it will one day find power and expression.

Perhaps the most difficult question that arises
under this head is the question of secret diplomacy.
It is not easy to see how any diplomacy that is to
be at all efficient can possibly be submitted 4x> the
country at large unless all newspaper comment is
simultaneously suppressed. I believe, that is to say,
in the judgment of the people as a whole provided
that the facts are properly submitted to them. I
do not believe, for instance, that there need have
been any popular hostility to a definite agreement
between France and England in 1912 to defend the
French coast from the German fleet. On the other
hand, all the money employed by rich cranks to
support universal peace at any price would have